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EXMOUTH URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL. 


Public Health Dept., 
Templetown Lodge, 
Esplanade, 
EXMOUTH, 


Mr, Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


I have much pleasure in presenting to you my Annual 
Report for the year ending 31st December, 1956, from which it 
will be seen that the general health of the people resident in 
the Urban District has been satisfactory. The incidence of 
infectious diseases has remained low during the year, and I am 
pleased to say that for the 10th consecutive year, (since 1946) 
there has: been no case of Diphtheria. The importance of all 
children being immunised against Diphtheria before the age of 
one year is once again stressed, as it is only by maintaining a 
high percentage of immunised children in the country that we can 
prevent a return of this disease, 


From a study of the statistics of the area, it will 
be noted that the number of births increased from 216 in 1955 to 
238 in 1956, and the number of deaths increased from 291 in 1955 
to 3511 in 1956. It is very gratifying to note that the Infant 
Mortality rate is still falling and the retefor Exmouth of 21.0 
is lower then that of the country as a whole (23.8) 


I am glad to report that no cases of Poliomyelitis 
occurred in the urban district, The County Council initiated 
their scheme for the vaccination of children against Poliomyelitis 
and some 80 Exmouth children were given two doses of the vaccine 
during the year, 


As regards Tuberculosis, it will be noted that although 
there is only a slight fall in the number of cases notified since 
1930, the death rate from this disease has very wapidly declined up 
to the year under review when no deaths occurred. ‘rnere is no doubt 
that the early diagnosis of cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis by the 
Mass Radiography Unit, together with the desire on the part of the 
general public to seek medical advice early has contributed materially 
to the lowering of the death rate over the past few years. The Mass 
Radiography Unit which visited Exmouth during November 1956 had a 
Guccessful visit particularly when stationed in the Strand, and it is 
to be hoped that they will be visiting Exmouth again in 1958. 


I should again like to take this opportunity of 
expressing my appreciation for the help and support which all members 
of the Council have given me, and to thank the Public Health Inspectors, 
Engineer and all members of the staff for their willing co-operation 
and able assistance, given to me during the year. 
I have the honour to be, 
Your obedient Servant, 


L.G, ANDERSON, 


Medical Officer of Health. 
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oTATFFE, 


Medical Officer of Health: 


G.G, Anderson, M,D,, Ch.B., D.P.H, 


Public Health Inspector: 
Ir, D.R. Redgwell, M.R.S,H., M....P.HL DL. 


Additional Public Health Inspector: 


Mr. B,J. Stowell, M.a. PILI, 


Engineer, Surveyor and Water Engineer; 
Mr. R.J. Humphreys, M.I.Mun.E., M.R.S.H. 


Deputy Surveyor: 
Mr. W.J. Whitsed. 


Housing Officer: 


Mr. E.R. Ashton AI. Hse. 


Clerk to Medical Officer of Health 
and Public Health Inspector: 


Miss P,A. Macnamara, 
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2. 


STATISTICS OF THE ARRA. 


Area (in acres) ... een wes 5,295 

Resident Population Mid-Year 1956. sie a 17,820 
(as estimated by the Registrar General.) 

Number of inhabited dwellings (end of 1956) 6,229 

Rateable value as at the lst April 1957 £336, 289 

Estimated. product of a penny rate, ™ i, 285 


VITAL STATISTICS 


(a) Live Births 


ee Wales | Fomles Total 
Legitimate 120 103 228 
Tllegitimate h 6 10 
ee Seas a ie eee 
Live birth rate per 1,000 estimated resident population 
Standardised live birth rate per 1,000 estimated resident 
population, 
Live birth rate per 1,000 estimated civilian population. 
England & Wales. 
(b) Still Births 
nent Males Females Total. 
Legitinate & 3 5 
ae pene COR A lect eee cea caaperanae 
ee et aiameces eo ie 
Still birth rate per 1,000 total live and still births 
Still birth rate per 1,000 live and still births 
England &: Wales 
(ce) Deaths 
Males Females Total 
135 176 311 
Corrected death rate per 1,000 estimated resident 
population 
Standardised death rate per 1,000 estimated resident 
population 
Death rate per 1,000 civilian population England & 
Wales 
Death from maternal causes, 
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BA Pe 
16.0 


15.7 


20. 5 


25.0 


17.4 
11.0 


11,7 
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Digitized by the Internet Archive — 
in 2017 with funding from 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/o29200015 


(a) Infant Mortality 
oe of infants under 1 year of oe 


Males. > Femles NotaL 
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: Legitimate : 5 mn pete 
a ee 
ee aa aoa. PRE a ee 

Infant Mortality per 1,000 live births 21,0 


Infant Mortality per 1,000 births England & Wales 23,8 
LIVE BRITH RATE 
(Rate per 1,000 estimated resident population) 


During 1956, 124 male and 11), female (total 238 babies) 
were born, iis compared with 1955 the total births increased 
by 22, The standardised rate per 1,000 estimted resident 
population was 16.0 which is higher than the rate for England 
and Wales as a whole (15.7). 


In England & Wales the total live births registered for 
the year was 699,059 which was 34,348 more than the total for 
1955 and represents a live birth rate per 1,000 population of 
bs fs 


The standardised live birth rate during the last 10 years 
was as follows:- 


aed Bee F95.0 113.1 U2 Uy 8 as eS 


TLLEGITIMATS BIRTH RATE 
(Rate per 1,000 total live births) 


Of the 238 children born during 1956, 10 were illegitimite 


which is 6 more than in the previous year. The rate pear 1,000 
total live and still births was 42.0. 


The illegitimate birth rates during the last 10 years were 


as follows: — oa 


* Figures not available. 


“19WT - 19u 1949 1950 :1951 : eee 1953: 1954: 1955 : 
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STILL BIRTHS 
(Rate per 1,000 live and still births). 


The number of still births which occurred during 1956 
viz; 5 was L less than in the previous year and the still 
birth rate of 20,5 was lower than that for England & Wales 
as a whole (23.0). The sub-joined table shows the still 
birth rate for the cane LO years:= 


“itttincewandarnnenasiantimindyauagamdaeanaapenironnnvinesssesccrnamecnateamnninmencainee 


one iy | 20.3; 16.2 Toe 18.5 Phot. 16,0 8 27.0 ; 20.5 
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DEATHS 


During 1956, 311 persons normally resident in the urban 
district died (135 males and 176 females) which represents a 
corrected death rate of 17.4% but when allowance for age and sex 
distribution has been made, represents a "standardised" death 
rate of 11.0. This is slightly lower than that for England & 
Wales viz; 11.7. The following table shows the corrected and 
standardised death rates for Exmouth for the last 10 years:~ 
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: England a a 
: Wales ae; 10. 5; U7 | a 6.12.5 11,3 :u, b 11,3: 1.7 :11.7 


DOO OU UC CCCI I SCC Ig te 


Males : 70.0 70.8 : 66.9 : 70.7 67.6 68.7 
Femies 76,0 70,6 Fis | 7BU: Fa! 76.0 
Senn pn er cae 
ee Be 63, 8 62.8. con 73.2 70.7 69-3 71.8 73.3 1009 
nace On OL AE ER GE Bae 
ec... Set Per. eee ce. OCS She 
Wales «| F Ti.2 70.9 725 72h: 73.1) 729 
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= Expectation of life = On the basis of the death-rates for the 
year 1955, the expectation of life of a boy at birth is 67.52 
and of a girl 72.9. ‘This compares with 67.58 and 73.05 
respectively, on the basis of the 1954. death-rates, and with 
48,43 and 52.38 on the basis of the death rates for 1901-1910. 
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(c) Causes of death 


The following table shows the causes of death (data 
supplied by the Registrar General). 


Males Females. Total 


Tuberculos‘s : 
Respiratory io. _ i 
Otner Forms : _ We Poss 

0 Se eT = ee SS Teen Sener: 


Maligno:t neoplasm, stomach i 5 6 
Malignant neoplasm, lung & 
bronchus = 6 shinee.’ sie 
Malignant neoplasm, breast : 7 etal, 
Malignant neoplasm, uterus - 3 | 


Other Malignant & lymphatic. 
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The most prevalent cause of death during 1956 was again 
that of heart disease, 112 cases (36% total deaths). Cancer 
was the cause of 42 cases (13,5% total deaths), and intra-cranial 
vascular lesions such as cerebral haemorrhage and thrombosis was. 
responsible for 55 deaths (17.7% total deaths). 


(d) Deosinis due to Motor Accidents - Nil. 
. Deas due to other Accidents 
(1) Wemale 88 Uraemia due to Terminal ascending 
urinary infection following fracture 
of left femur. Misadventure (fall). 
(2) Male 52 Asphyxia due to drowning by misadventure, 
(3) Female 80 Pulmonary embolism due to phlebothrore 


bosis following fracture of the neck of 
the left femur, Death by misadventure, 


(4) Female 56 Barbiturate poisoning. Misadventure, 
(5) Male 5 mths, Asphyxia due to inhalation of vomit. 
(6) Male LZ Asphyxia due to accidental drowning. 
(7) Female 87 Cerebral concussion subdural haemorrhage 


by fracture of skull. 


(8) Female 4 Convulsions due to strychinine poisoning 
after taking tablets containing 
strychinine, Misadventure. 


Deaths due to Suicide 


(1) Female 69 Barbiturate poisoning whilst the balance 
of her mind was disturbed. 


(2) Male 59 Asphyxia due to strangulation by 
hanging - whilst the balance of his 
mind was disturbed, 


(3) Male 63 Coal gas poisoning. Killed himself 
whilst balance of his mind was disturbed, 


(e) The following table shows the incidence of death at various 
age groups (from returns supplied by the local Registrar of 
Births and Deaths). 
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INFANT MORTALITY 


The infant mortality rate represents the number of deaths 
of infants under one year of age per 1,000 live births registered. 


During 1956, 5 infants, all male under the age of 1 year 
died, This represents an infant mortality rate of 21.0 which 
is below «not for England & Wales (23.8). 


The folicvving table gives the Infant Mortality rate of previous 
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Deaths from Cancer decreased from 46 in 1955 to 42 in 1956 
and in relation to the total number of deaths, the rate per cent 
decreased from 15,8 in 1955 to 13.5% in 1956. 


The parts of the ate affected are given in the following 
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The incidence of deaths from Cancer during the last 
10 years is as sp ceruiean - 


ete Nn Sta Me I pS IR We lela lai s alg! vine lv)ia/n\#\ainimivini'v/s/¥\9\0rjh.b mivie\einieajeln vis\vleaniveehoee ce cus eee d Aceh a deh sobavv ae? aBvvepdalrinnse eens eauaipudaevbinees tabs vereeeteana seed sgaecrcesecsvereecues 


GNU O UO UOUgNnOO NON On NSCnOnnnChOOn nn tnn i lntint hint) nn hit nnn tnt a htnnn nnn nnn inate: Sti tt tert Sr rr rrr rer Perr rr er err rer ere eer er ee eee! ee errr 


ae SS i ae el ae a oe 
Total No. 18.5 | can Uy.2 7.6 | BO 17.5 | Ul 16.9 15.8. 13.5 
of deaths. 


Reece reer cats aesseceseepessions en Se a re Bey er Be ah ea ee nie sale Abin cl eeiciow seen lane ter nee Mevatieaeannnesuls me ereeeracesetercensacsercs 


resident 
population 


INEST OUS DISEASES 


1,000 «443 65 2,37 298. 2,92 248 2.23 3.16. 2.62 2.34 


During 1956, 170 cases of notifiable infectious diseases 
were notified, which is 97 more than in the previous year, 


(a) Measles 


There were 85 cases of Measles in 1956 and these were of 
a mild nature. 


The seasonal incidence of Measles in Exmouth and England 
& eatss as a whole was as follows:= 


: Jan : Feb: Mar. : fpr : “May Jun Fa Aug | ‘Sep : Oct : : Now | eee 
| Exmouth dy ae ie ee Wie We) 2 7 ge Jig a ik Le 


. England © 


(b) Tabular Statements of Infectious Diseases. 


The incidence during 1956 of the various infectious 
diseases is tabulated herewith, 
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(c) The following table shows the incidence of notifiable 
infectious diseases grouped according to age:= 
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(a) Table showing the incidence (numbers notified) of various 
infectious diseases during ‘the apa 1O 5 aicalin 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


During 1956, 14 new cases of Tuberculosis (6 miles and 
8 females) were notified, 


The number of cases still on the Tuberculosis Register 
at the end of the (Tae were; = 
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The age distribution of new cases, localisation of the 
disease and deaths from Tuberculosis during 1956 were as 
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On receipt of a notifieation of Tuberculosis, the housing 
conditions, milk supply etc., are investigated in collaboration 
with the Chest Physician and where necessary appropriate reco~ 
mendation made to the relevant Committee. 


The incidence of new cases of Tuberculosis brought to the 
notice of the Medical Officer of Health during the period 1947— 
1956. 
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Table showing incidence of all forms of Tuberculosis, 
(Rates per 1,000 estimated resident manana 


YEAR : CASES NOTIFIED DEATH RATE 
Me || Sage go fea dy lange et OAS ae 
: a ar sega 

sr eo’ ne ae 
: ee ara 
, See haar a 

oo ais a ee 
- ae ae 
er ee 
oe co ec 


PUT EAEST SRR e neta weer cern ser seaaeacnu res im srt ea seme sree seas tays saa e Hees tt Oe tee Bae ees t asst Eee eee et EERE EE ESE DNS E BETAS E EEE RE EEG E aoeh! 
5 ERENT RETRO HEHE RHEE REET TARE EOE IM ETFO REO MESES EH SS ERY FETE EEED HELO HSER ESEE THERES THEO D EOE EAE TERH SETS ETO TERETE REDE HEHE EEE ES wrthe! 


at 


end, io nmokdcullcool..cvacn won to solig 
aes roy OCCL yniwd sterol wd? aoxt 6 


ee - aaiD vot as 

: 7 eae ae yy) OY RE es Te — iddliteestbedeke t Tub  tobeae wh) Bidar Seren) 
yao SLTeROu YsOTAnrtet 86 TARE ct OM 

eI a 4 ve ¢ . = 3 


oefs ines bein renee Pena 


ee 


RA | 


nitevorn edt ,akeolvonsdeT to nbitanbitten 6 360 
wisproda Lica sat Side agate oyrul <i ‘ ote Yio a 
“cont otsinyong. “inetsoen atetw das mobake Da) 

ott hawt thoevaies add od Lea" 
ait of difssvjond sisolvevodyT to doube wak Io 
—ecl Bo Pisa aris pr brut itive: To twolTIO 


DOCK BCL APOL-FBeL SAer Mes cee lr adel aaee ws 
© £0 2 BY OP OB ee ae eee 


a 


> 
fi 
etl | 
1 
wt 
< 
ma. 
-) 


‘8 


| 
: 
O° 
a 
i 
m 


= 
+ 
I- 
j 
Fe 
‘ 


in 
> 


Ars tr; 2b 7B) eee oan SS jae oD 


ulsetsar def 20 aot 


fs ines. dmbbeos 


ae - 
3 ‘ 

TUR IART & i 

xy 

¥ 


eee 


NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE ACT 

The Health Services provided by the Local Health 
Authority (Devon County Council) under Part II and III 
of the ct applicable to your district are briefly set aut 
herewith, 
PART IL 


(a) HOSPITAL FACILITIES 
(i) General 
The urban district is well served by the Exmouth 


Cottage Hospital, Claremont Grove, Exmouth ('phone Exmouth 
4381) where there is accommodation for:= 


Male 12 beds 

Female 15 beds 

Children 5 beds and 4 cots, 
Private Wards 8 beds 

Accident Bed BT 


In addition to the Exmouth Cottage Hospital, use is made of;:= 


1, Royal Devon & Exeter Hospital, Southernhay East ('phone 72261) 
320 beds, (5 for premature babies). 


2, Princess Elizabeth Orthopaedic Hospital, Buckerell Bore, 
Exeter (‘phone 54217), 116 beds. 


3. West of England Eye Infirmry, Magdalen Street, Exeter, 
("phone 73183), 56 beds, 


The plastic surgery centre for Devon is held at the Royal 
Devon & Exeter Hospital on the second Thursday in each month 
from 9.30 a.m, to 12,30. Mr, Fitz-Gibbons and Mr. Bodenham 
of the Sw.W. Regional Hospital Board attend. 


(ii) Maternity 
1. Poltimore Nursing Home = 4 beds, 
2,  Redhills Hospital, St. Thomas, Exeter - 10 beds, 


3. Royal Devon & Exeter Hospital for complicated or 
difficult cases, 


(iii) Isolation 


Cases of Infectious Diseases are admitted to Exeter 
City Isolation Hospital, Whipton ('phone Exeter 67158) as 
in previous years, 


I would like to record my sincere appreciation for 
the ready help and co-operation given at all times by Dr, 
Boyd the Resident Physician and Staff of the Hospital, 


(iv) Smallpox 


4 smallpox hospital of 28 beds at Upton Pyne 
administered by the Regional Hospital Board is available 
in case of need, (Tel; Stoke Canon 207). 
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13. 


The policy regarding the arrangements for the 
diagnosis of Smallpox as stated in the Annual Report. 
for 1955 was continued throughout 1956, but at the time 
of writing a new list of Consultants has been circularised. 
to all Medical Officers in the country and so far as this 
area is concerned the Consultant who will be called upon. 
to assist in the diagnosis is;:- 


Dr. E.J.G, Wallace, Health Centre, Westham Road, Weymouth. 


Telephone No; Office Home 
Weymouth 1645 and. 16 Weymouth 1513. 


and as in previous years, arrangements have been made to 
call upon:- 


Name Address. Telephone 
Dr.C. Seward 20, Southernhay West, Exeter Exmouth 
Exeter. 72110 4120 
Dr.W.J. Laird City Hospital, Exeter Exeter 
Exeter. 72671 73116 
(office) (Home) 
Dr.i.H.G. Down 1, The Mede, Whipton Exeter Exeter 
Exeter, 735805 67121 


(b) LABORATORY FACILITIES, 


Bacteriological and Serological examinations are carried 
out at the Public Health Laboratory, 7, Dix's Field, Exeter, 
(Tel.No; Exeter 54959), under the direction of Dr. B. Moore, 
whose ready co-operation and help I wish to acknowledge. 


(c) VENEREAL DISEASE 


Under the present scheme free advice and treatment is 
available to all persons at the following centre:- 


EXETER MALES FEMALES 
Royal Devon & Exeter Mon. 7 ~ 8 p.m, Mon. 6 = 7 p.m. 
Fri, 2 — 3 pm. Fri. 3 nen de pm, 


(a) AMBULANCE FACILITIES 


Three ambulances are maintained at the Ambulance Station, 
Bastin Hall, Elm Grove, Exmouth (Tel,No: Exmouth 2857). 


In the district served, the ambulances have carried 1,943 
patients in 1956 and have attended 148 street accidents and 
41 home accidents, The total mileage covered during the year 
has. been. 27,330, 

PART ITT 
(e) CARE OF MOTHERS AND YOUNG CHILDREN, 

There sre two Health Visitors assigned to this district, 

Voluntary assistance is rendered at the various centres by 


Ladies of the town and such assistance is greatly appreciated, 
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The two Medical Officers who attend the Infant Welfare 
Centres are: (a) Dr. Dawe of Budleigh Salterton, and (b) 
Dre TG. Anderson, your Medical Officer of Health, The Centres 
are held at St, Clement's, Exeter Road, Exmouth on Wednesdays 
and Fridays from 2,30. Dem, to 4. 50.p.m,, and the cit Hall, 
LittLeham on the second and fourth Mondays of each month, 


During the year the following attendances were made:- 


(i) §t, Clenenés 


: Total No.of 
| Wo. of sessions: Total No.of Attend-: Total No,of . toddlers 
held : ances of Mothers. babies attending.’ nee 
102 : 3,140 2,276 1,376 
: {of which 196 were (of which 171 ‘(of which 63 
' first attendances) © cases were first ‘were first 
attendances. ) attendances), 


Sti OW R/S SeiniSiaWesiesucesesiniaes see tan ea Seduce vcr risace se saanssaesnaewssrsurwhs ede sassctsevansrucyneseserntansusersspshscercedaasesencccrcncsasessesevgneserecess 


Totals No.or, 


- No.of sessions Total No.of Attend- . Total No.of : toddlers 
held : ances of Mothers. babies attending : attending, 
25 691 dd 568 
(of which 42 were = (of which 41 - (of which 1@ 
: first attendances) cases were : were first 
first attend- attendances). 
- ances), 


Welfare foods are supplied at the Gt. Clements Infant 
Welfare Centre on ednesday and Friday afternoons of each week, 
and at the Church Hall Littleham on the afternoons of the second 
and fourth Mondays in each month, 


(f) MA MATERNITY 


There are six District Nurse Midwives in this district viz:- 


Nurse Snaith Nurse Griffey Nurse Burrington 
Nurse Varne Nurse Newell Nurse Shaw. 
who reside at No. 2, Albion Hill, Exmouth (Tel.No; Exmouth 2237). 
Each nurse is in possession of a motor car, All are fully trained 
in gas and air analgesia and two apparatus are available for their 
use, One oxygen resuscitation apparatus is also held at the Nurses! 
home for use when required, 


(g) CARE OF PREMATURE INFANIS 


When necessary, arrangements can be mide for the admission of 
a premature baby and its mother to the nearest Maternity unit, in 
this case the Royal Devon & Exeter Hospital, Exeter; where there 
are 5 cots available, 


(h) DENTAL CARE OF MOTHERS AND YOUNG CHILDREN 


£. well equipped dental surgery is provided at St. Clements, 
Exeter Road, Exmouth at which dental treatment can be given to 
mothers and young children, 


(i) IMMUNISATION AND VACCINATION 


During 1956, 255 children were given a primary course of 
Diphtheria immunisation, and 433 were given boosting doses, 
It should be noted that the County Council's Scheme includes 
immunisation against Whooping Cough and Poliomyelitis. The 
present practice is to offer vaccination against Smallpox at 
the age of 3 months, and to give the three injections of the 
combined Diphtheria and Whooping Cough immunisations at 4, > 
end 6 months of age. Boosting doses are still required against 
Diphtheria at the ages of 5 years and 10 years, 
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13. 
The following report has been kindly supplied by 
the Engineer & Surveyor, Mr. R.J. Himphreys. 


WATER SUPPLY 


(a) Source of Supply 


The town has two sources from which its water supply is 
ebtained, namely:~ 


1, The Catchment Area at Squabmoor which feeds into an 
impounding Reservoir, and 


2, Two boreholes at Dotton in the Parish of Colaton Raleigh. 


During the year the new 1,000,000 gallons capacity Service 
Reservoir at Blackhill has been brought into operation, and work 
has proceeded upon the provision of new distribution mains in the 
town area. 


The water supply to the Sandy Bay Holiday Park, involving 
the construction of a Service Reservoir of 130,000 gallons capacity 
and the necessary pipeline from the Capel Lane Works has also been 
completed, 


Extension to the water mains system generally has been made 
to cover new housing development. 


(b) Quality 


Water has generally been very satisfactory in quality during 
the year, but over a short period it was felt advisable to keep the 
Squabmoor supply out of service due to abnormally high pollution 
attributed to the very dry Summer Season. The last analysis is as 
follows: = 
Hi of 


We 4630. Filters, Exmouth Reservoir. 


Probable number of coli-acrogenes organisms per LOO ml — NIL. 


W.6159. Lower Filters, Exmouth Reservoir. 


Probable number of coli-aerogenes organisms per 100 ml = NIL, 


W.6158. East Budleirh Reservoir. Ditto. 
W. 5889. Bystock Reservoir. Ditto. 
W.6166. Borehole at Dotton. Ditto. 


(c) Quantity. 


The consumption continued to rise but no difficulties were 
experienced in meeting the demand. 


(a) Total number of Properties connected to Main Supply and 
Number of Connections made during 1956. 
There are at present 6,281 properties connected to the main 
Supply and during 1956, 119 connections were made. 
DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE 


The new storm water Pumping Station at Hartopp Road has proved 
successful and eliminated the flooding of the marsh area which used 
to take place from time to time. 


A new surface water sewer was laid in Littleham Road and a 
portion of the Salterton Road to improve the drainage facilities 
in that area, 
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17. 


PUBLIC CONVENIENCES 


The maintenance of the existing conveniences has been 
satisfactory throughout the year, although great difficulties 
are being experienced in recruiting Attendants for the Summer 
Season, 


PUBLIC CLEANSING AND REFUSE DISPOSAL 


Refuse has continucd to be disposed of on the marsh land 
adjoining Carter Avenue. 


SWIMMING POOL 


The Swimming Pool has continued to be very popular both 
with residents and visitors, 


ANALYTICA L AND BACTURIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF A SAMPLE OF WATER 
from No. 2 Borehole, Dotton. Received;:- 22nd October 1956 . 


Characters 


POON 5 a.4/> 4, wi! 6 6.0 0390.4 COLOUrLOSS, 
PU GASL Ye 6 160.0 04.0.0 CLCEL 
PUEUCh os ss sh sonieee seo bural 
OE ale os.5 «4 nt aicee sONe, 
Suspended Matters..,.None 


Bacteria 


Meeemeemalls fo, 8 nes «eee )§6«=©= Nc... 2... per 100 millilitres, 
Streptococcus ae eee gee » HOMES. csmaeee DEM LOO millilitres, 


Microbes developin;: colonies visible 
at the end of seventy-two hours in 
beef peptone agar at 22°C. 42 per millilitre. 


Microbes developing colonies visible 
at the end of forty-cight hours in 
beef peptone agar at 37°C 3 per millilitre, 


Anolysis 
Ports per Million) 
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I TOTS. 0s sp 1 oho 6 esau «ee Aa P,8 Wie Rees 410,000.00 

Total Hardness equivalent to Calcium Carbonate,,....+++168.0 
Temporary Hardness (annulled by boiling)......eccceseeL3h.0 
Permanent Hardness (not altered by boiling)......cecceses 34.0 

Saline (ES ee 0. 
ALbuminoid sMMONiassssocsccscecsccrccererecrvcccecsesses O12. 
Omyeen speared in 2 Hours O27 Gye ines snpeeecocesvcver 
OxyGen ADsOrbed AMmeGLAGCLY. foc ccmccevecsecvcccvrsveres 
Sei eae a eigaie' «bs mial Ash sp en aise x biewe 681m 9 8 0 P59 om.2 ne we 


Cee re vagina ee chs Weeks Keke eens ease kee 


PE See Gk pt hs cbc recdeecdeiarceesecnesds asses 
EPOG tl SGC en eery FGI, ce a ae 2p apes senicesss ene ee we 
eee eas Veena nee wes ce honest e swears eceeee 
Dee OSA eA OUCK Us an ng pens waned @0.60.ns0cesencenve ZurG 
Organic Matter observed in igniting the Solid Con- 

stituents...... Slight trace, 


6) 
Q 
) 
et esha ntaae di syatseravesenncetense Oe 
Q 
@) 
Q, 


Hydrogen Ion Concentration equivalent to pH..cccceveeee (ed 


oS . ( 
ee 
a he i) 
" : 
y 
: 4 ‘ 
: AA - 
: 
\ 
: . 
« 
s* 
fi 
: 
: 
d . id 
-* 7 eer 
- *- . - oe 
* . *eee se 
- od ' “*eeee * 


Ps - *r*e ~e ea © 
“? < 
: ref ol +ee eee eee 
hoe a) 
E wo re ove 
nk. - v< 
ee ee 
#-O, 4 aS 
oW/ eer ere 
> 


77 - oon ae te 
A J 
‘~ eae eeeee, 


ORTHO CERO ee wee eee 
4 


sere ee ee 


ibnowooe \tyiivaizxe off To soahasdebets 


woed od Botakdnoo aod foc pees 


Soca ee he ewowy eure ee 
- ~ 4 - 


shone weer 
“ss wl 


} ie er: if 


: ure eh ey e" a6 at tuoda sone Yao 
oA Snbirsowz ot beget gee a 


P2058 SBI, Cie eee a 
pen 


J of Lesnidrneo wat onde 
unéy.. wed gees 


- p 
w~ a a 
° ww Sar >! ficars G 
re eres = 
17D ARM L eiey 
ere — Siren me 
Pine iF 
LA FEA sl EOS Oat 
od 4 in an 
toa r 
pownesdede nat gears ‘ 
<eees F Lo,» ee re es = uae eee 
ree rs a> ale : 
ga napa 
Lotuy ose > 
wir 
ae 4 “en ereeer® were... 
Lear *eeveee casas SWORD 
MIO TF, oh eines os & apna pede vy. 
dry ary: 
ns se ee 
és af ase oe” ese 
eee - *n* *** se 


t) ~ Fs 
ae% i. pi a \e =L/50 — 
: pre see IVE 
re 


7 5 £ \ } 2) st £0) 
” ’ 
i aati 2 down, © 
i pert isy a oe 
nor s 
O° TE 24 span 
‘ 


fas? ; “. ; r 

sa cen 0 oe ine eee 2 
. 
> 


ee eee eee e hehe ne cr easegal ois 


) 
ee ee 
= } 


Bs. 
aur 


. 
aS eee ae hal 
sgaqetsqeasey ys: 


bapod «ab 
sulstiih 


a tena e re em wee tweens 


*e* svi ewneweeeege 


‘nL 
“e Maeeapuestst teh 
Aas 


Lhd aa 


17. 


The following paragraphs 18 — 26 have been kindly supplied 
by the Public Health Inspector, 


SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA 


Number No, off inspecti. Lons 


Premises visited, total number 


under sub-headings. below. 113 269 
i. New Drains. 4 10 
2, Drains repaired 6 9g 
3. W.C.*s reconstructed or repaired 6 13 
4. House roofs repaired Lt L6 
5. House yard paving repaired ~ - 
6. House walls and floors repaired 33, 29 
7. Other house repairs. uae 51 
8.  Ashbins provided ~ - 
%. Nuisances abated 142 LA 
Miscellaneous (complaints, caravans, 

mosquitoes etc.... - 1, 313 
Number of informal notices. served paral 


One statutory notice was served under the Public Health Act 1936 
Section 93, in respect of a nuisance at certain premises, This 
was complied.with during the year, 


In addition to the above, visits were made to various: premises 
as shown under the following different headings;:- 


DISINFECTION 


Number 
Disinfection of Bedding (lots) 11 
Destruction of Bedding (lots) h. 
Disinfection of Premises. 5 


Visits made ~ 18 


(In three houses use was made of "Gammexane D 034!" and "Gammexane" 
Smoke Generators for destroying fleas, ) 


ERADICATION OF BED BUGS 


Number of houses eee found to be infested) - 
Number of Houses (Other than Council found to. be 
infested) ~- 
Number of Houses (other than Council found to be 
infested disinfested) - 


CAMPING SITES 


There are four sites within the urban district licensed 
by the Council under Section 269 of the Public Health Act 1936 
for camping purposes and are as follows;~ j 


Ll, Sandy Bay Holiday Park 


Fields at Westdown Farm Littleham, bearing Ordnance Survey 
Numbers: 187, 190, 197, 198, 200, 201, 203, 512, 514, 515, 516. 
519, 520, 521, 525, 52h, 526, SSL, 532, 533, 534, 535 and 536. 
Area: 159.7 acres. Licensed for 800 moveable dwellings. 


2. Foxholes. Hill 


Fields at Maer Farm ond Foxholes Hill, bearing Ordnance 
Survey Mumbers; 471, 475 and 497. : 
Area: 14.6 acres. Licensed for 150 caravans of a type 
approved by the Council, 
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3. Orcombe Heights 


Fields at Orcombe Heights bearing Ordnance Survey 
Numbers. 4.99 and 503. 
Area: 22.3 acres, Licensed for 20 tents or trailer caravans 
of a type approved by the Council, 


4. Higher Orcombe 


Fields at Higher Orcombe bearing Ordnance Survey Numbers 
500, 502, 504, 506 and 507. 
Area; 24,7 acres. Licensed for 82 trailer caravans of a 
type approved by the Council, 


5. General 


It is gratifying to record the excellent progress made 
by the site operators in providing water carriage systems of 
sanitation to their camp sites. 


During the year 5 blocks of flush water closets were 
provided in the following fields at Sandy Bay:- Field Ordnance 
Numbers 520, 526, 533, 535 and 536. Each block was constructed 
of permanent materials and connected to the Camp sewers, 
Provision was also made in éach block for one lavatory basin 
in each of the Male and Female sections. All the blocks with 
the exception of one were in operation at the commencement of 
the season and the other one was completed soon after the 
Camp opened, 


An improved water supply has resulted from the provision 
of a 130,000 gallon reservoir situated at the highest part of 
the Camp. 


A& the Foxholes Hill Camp, 6 blocks of permanent flush water 
closets have been provided in Ficlds 471, 475, and 497 which 
ensures that all the licensed fields are served by a main 
drainage system connected to the Council's sewer, The buildings 
are of concrete block construction with corrugated asbestos 
cement roofs and in the male sections of the blocks the urinal 
stall is tiled in white tiles. A special building has been 
erected for the emptying of chemical closets so that touring 
caravan can have their "elsans" emptied under hygienic conditions 


At the same time the water supply to the Camp was improved 
and the licensed fields have at different places combined fresh 
water and waste water Disposal points, There are 12 of these 
combined water points situated at suitable places throughout 
the Camp. 


With regard to the site at Orcombe Heights. occupied by the 
Bristol Youth Committee Camp, correspondence has taken place 
between the Department and the Bristol Youth Committee about 
the desirability of providing the Camp with a main drainage 
gystem by means of a connection to the Foxholes Hill Camp. 
Although it was hoped that this aim would have been achieved 
there was still at the end of the year no definite information 
or plans submitted for the Council's consideration. However, it 
is anticipated that in the coming year of 1957 the necessary plans, 
will in fact, be submitted and the provision of main drainage 
secured for this Cainp, 


Martin's Camp at Higher Orcombe is situated just beyond the 
Bristol Youth Committee Camp. At present it is not served by a. 
main drainage system but the caravans have individual chemical 
closets which are regularly emptied by the Camp Warden's Staff, 
Galvanised bins with tight fitting lids are supplied for the 
reception of dry refuse and waste water and these bins are 
regularly emptied and cleansed, 
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Lg, 
INSESCTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD 
(a) General 


The food premises in the area include the following types: - 


Butchers 18 
Dairies and Milk Distributors: 18 
Fish Shops 6 
Feied Fish Shops 8 
Bakehouses Lz 
Bread and cake shops 15 
Greengrocers. 16 
Grocers 50 
Restaurants and cafes 2h. 
Other food premises 20 

TOTAL: 187 


(b) Registered Premises 


The number and type of food premises registered under Section 16 
of the Food and Drugs Act 1955 are:- 


The preparation or manufacture of preserved food 25 
The manufacture of ice cream > 
The sale of ime cream dit 


The number of premises registered under the Milk and Dairies 
Regulations 1949-195) are 15, 


(c) Unsound Food 


Food condemned as unfit for human consumption consisted of;= 


Meat Pounds: Cwts Qrs. lbs 
English Beef (Bone taint) 195 1 2. 27 


Other Foods: 


Sausages (mouldy and decomposing) 78 
Dried H erbs (cartons) (Mouldy) 1 
Soup Mix (packets) (mouldy) 30 
Fisheakes (contaminated by liquid) 6 
Megrims (fish) (decomposing) 8h. 
English Pigs Liver 3 
Cheese (mouldy and dried up) 10 
Marzipan (rancid) ni a 3 27 


Tinned Meats 


Corned Beef . contents 182 
Cooked Ham decomposed, 170 
Jellied Veal leaking or 6 
Luncheon Meat tins blow, 39 
Pork Luncheon Meat punctured, AL 
Stewed Beef Steak or rusted z. 
Tongue 6 3 LS 26 


Tins of food (assorted) 


No. .of tins 


302 (tins punctured or blown) 383 3 ni 19: 
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It will be observed by comparison with last year's figure 
of 25 cwts, 27 lbs. that there has been a reduction of 12 cwts, 
12 ibs. renvresenting an appreciable dearease for which there is 
no definite reason, 


It is noted that the section (other Foods) has caused the 
main reduction and it would appear that these are chiefly foods 
of a perishabic nature requiring local attention and disposal. 
Perhaps as the summer weather was cool, foods of this nature 
were not affected to so large a degree as when a hot summer is 
experienced, 


Condemned food is disposed of by buying atk the Council's 
Refuse ‘tin, 


There are no slaughterhouses in use in the district. 
(d) Food Retailers 


During the course of the year, 246 visits were made to 
butchers shops, fish shops, fried fish shops, bread and cake 
shops, greengrocers and grocers shops, 


One new butcher's business has been established this year 
at Nelson House, Littleham Village, formerly known as the Village 
Dairy, Littleham The occupier has constructed a complete new 
preparation room fitted with a wash=hand basin with hot and 
cold water, At two other butcher's premises, work was. necessary 
and in one case the shop floor was repaired whilst in the other 
instance a new floor was provided to the preparation room, Also 
in the latter case equipment was improved by fitting a metal 
lining to the top of the poultry bench and wood table, 


One greengrocer's shop has been decorated, 


It has been necessary to request the provision of a new 
floor to the store room of a grocery premises and a large, 
refrigerator has been provided to secure better storage for 
fats and other similar articles of food at the shop. 


(e) Bakchouses 


During the year one bakehouse has closed down and there 
are now 12 bakehouses in use and of these 10 are provided with 
mechanical power, The general standard of cleanliness has been 
satisfactory during the year. 


The walls and ceiling at one bakehouse were redecorated 
at the request of the department and in another case the walls 
and floors have been repaired, 


36 visits were made to the bakchouses, 


(f) Catering Establishments 


Adventage of making detailed inspections under the 
provisions of the Food Hygiene Regulations 1955 was taken early 
in the year and at the same time educational advice was given 
in respect of food hygiene in relation to the requirements of 
the Regulations. 


One cafe proprietor has built a new kitchen and fitted it 
with impervious surfaces. 


Two kitohens, one tea bar, and one servery have been 
redecorated whilst another premises needed repairs to the 
kitchen walls. 


88 visits were mde to these places, 
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(@) Milk Supply 


Theres are now 18 milk distributors and only 5 persons are 
using ‘ioir dairies for bottling milk, but only in small 
quantities, One dairy is in use for the sale of cream, the 
remainin, 9 are using their premises for the distribution of 
bottled milk brought in from outside the district. 


Routine inspection has again revealed that the provisions 
of the Milk and Dairies Regulations 1919-1954. have been well 
observed, 


The following Licences were granted.for the year:- 


Type of 
Designation Licence 
Dealers | 
Pasteurised | 20 


|  Tuberculin Tested ; 18 


! { ! 


(h) Ice Cream 


32 samples of ice cream were taken during the year from 
the manufacturers in the district for bacteriological examination 
at the Public Health Laboratory, and the results were satisfactory 
as follows:= 


GRATE I 96.9 % 
GRADE II 3.1% 
GRADE IIL - 
GRADE IV - 


Below is given a tabulated statement of the result of samples 
since 1951. 


H i ; { | j 
| cramp | 19s. | i952 | 1955 | 195% | 1955 | 1956 


Excellent co-operation with the Producers was maintainad 
as in previous years and the similar procedure of sending a. copy 
of each Laboratory Report was continued. 


The number of visits made to premises where ice cream was 
manufactured or sold was 123, 


Although there are 5 registered premises, it is noted that 
this year ice cream has been made at only 3 of the premises, 
since Z producers have definitely ceased manufacturing ice cream, 


Whilst 111 premises are registered for the sale of ice crean, 
at only 76 of these premises was ice cream sold, 
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(i) Shellfish 


Vi.5s were made regularly to the Shellfish Factory at 


the ‘cr.-c occupied by Messrs, Exe Shellfish Limited. As in 
preyscos soars it was evident that every consideration is 
given vo ~s.intaining a high standard of hygiene at the 
Factory. 


Sixsecn samples of cockles and mussels were taken at 
the Factuiy diving the inspections and sent to the Public 
Health Laboratory at Exeter for bacteriological examination, 
All the samples were reported as "Satisfactory.": 


(3) Focd Hygiene Regulations 1955-56. 


On the lst January 1956 the long awaited legislation to 
improve food premises and assist in the clean handling of food 
was brought into force by the introduction of the new Food & 
Drugs Act 1955 which repealed the entire Act of 1938. This 
legislation is in the form of Regulations entitled "The Food 
Hygiene Regulations 1955, 


The following extract from the Ministry of Health Circular 
19/55 which accompanied the Regulations will serve to indicate 
their scope and purpose:- 


"The Regulations modify and extend the hygiene requirements 
in Section 13 of the Food & Drugs Act 1938. This Section 
has applied to premises, yards, and forecourts, but the 
Regulations include a number of provisions affecting stalls 
and vehicles, and also contain general requirements that 
apply wherever food is handled, Furthermore, whereas 
Section 15 related to sales, actual or intended, the 
Regulations apply whether or not there is any question of 
sale, They apply to the supply of food in the course of 

a business, which is defined as to include canteens, clubs, 
schools and other institutions as well as undertakings 
carried on by public and local authorities." 


"The principal extensions of the previous law relate to:- 


(i) Specific requirements designed to prevent the contamination 
of food, 
(ii) Provision of sinks and other facilities for washing food 
and equipment, 
(iii) The provision of a constant supply of hot water for sinks, 
wash~hand basins, etc, 
(iv) Restrictions on the preparation and packing of food in 
or about domestic premises, 
(v) The conditions under which certain foods that provide 
a particularly favourable medium for food poisoning 
organisms are to be kept in food premises," 


The effect of the increased scope of the new Regulations 
means that not only have all the usual food premises to be 
inspected in greater detail in the first instance, but also 
all hotels, canteens, schools, and similar residential 
establishments to ascertain what is required to bring the 
premises up to the new standard, These detailed. inspections 
have naturally taken more time than an ordinary routine visit 
and it has not been possible to complete the recording of all 
the food premises during the year, but the greater majority of 
them have been completed, 
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As a result a large number of letters have been written 
to th: occupiers concerned and I am pleased to report that 


So fos cn2e new Regulations have been well received and some 
of «iw «trem has already been completed, There were no major 
struc« .l alterations required except perhaps one or two 
flcexrs «s.ewed or repaired, The chief deficiencies were to 
be found in what are among the new requirements of the 


Regulaviuns, and have been the lack of wash—hand basins, 
clothing accommodation; first-aid materials and nailbrushes, 


Below is given a summary of the more important achievements 
secured under the Regulations so far;= 


Wash=hand basins provided 15 
Het water supplies provided 7 
Nailbrushes provided 14. 
First-Aid materials provided 5 
Sinks provided or renewed 3 
Food rooms cleansed and/or redecorated 6 
Food room repaired or improved a 
Sanitary conveniences improved or 

repa ired, hy. 
Intervening ventilated spaces provided 2 
Clothing Accommodation provided 5 
Protective screens provided 8 


PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT 1949 


General 


There were 39 complaints received during the year, This 
was slightly fewer than the number received the previous year. 
In each case the property was visited and surveyed for the 
presence of rats. Upon advice the occupiers preferred to 
make their own arrangements for treatment except in one case 
where the department at the request of the occupier concerned 
carried out a poison treatment. 


In two instances of council houses a poison treatment was 
carried out in the foul and surface water drains and resulted 
in the ridding of the premises of rats. Rat proofing of property 
against the entry of rats was necessary in three other cases, 


Sewer Rats 


During the latter part of July, the 11th Annual Test 
Baiting of 10% of the sewer manholes, as requested by the 
Ministry of Agriculture Fisheries and Food, was carried out. 


On this occasion the new sewers on the Council's new housing 
estates at Marpool, Littleham and Salterton Road were included, 
Also the manholes selected for this year's test were revised. and 
were to a large extent different from those used in previous 
years, except for the manholes situated at important junctions 
of sewers which remained the same. 


It was gratifying to find once again "No takes" were 
recorded indicating the sewer system is free from rat infestation, 
It will be recalled that the results of all the Annual Test 
Baiting Treatments have been "No Takes," 


The Divisional Rodent Inspector of the Ministry for this 
area WAS peesent during part of the test and afterwards expressed 
himself as satis?jed with the results. Following on this the 
Ministry have written tenting an exemption fro» vest baiting 
until April 1958. 
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Counc rang Property 


‘.ot the year the King George V Ground, the Depot, 
Can..u. ve Terrace and Carter Avenue Refuse Bips were 
surest for rat infestation. Poison treatments. have been 
Ccorczed out on those occassions when it was necessary. 


92 visits were made regarding Rodent Control, 


SHOPS ACT 1950 


This Council is the Sanitary Authority under the provisions. 
of the Shops Act 1950, and as such is responsible only for 
enforcing the requirements: of Section 38 relating to ventilation 
and. heating of shops and sanitary conveniences, 


4% one shop where previously there was no sanitary conven= 
ience on the premises and as the number of staff had considerably 
increased the firm were requested to provide these facilities. 

In consequence a new water closet compartment complete with 
electric light has been constructed on the shop premises, 


In two further cases improvements have been made to the 
sanitary accommodation by means of repairs to walls and door 
and in the second case by improved lighting. 


FACTORIES ACT, 1937 and 1948, 


i. INSPECTIONS for purposes of provision as to health 
(Aneluding inspections made by Public Health Inspectors). 
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2. CASES IN WHICH DEFLECTS WERE FOUND, 


'...., defects were found serie be 
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26. HOUSING, 


Following on from the survey carried out last year, work 
commenced on the detailed inspection and measuring of the houses 
to be represented for action under the Housing Acts. 


During the year the condition of 14 houses was. considered. by 
the Housing Committee and the Council, and of this number;- 


6 properties were the subject of Demolition Orders under Section 11 
Housing Act 1936. 
3 a4 . a " Closing Orders under Section 
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions jjct 1953). 
1 property was the subject of an Undertaking under Section 11 (3) 
Housing Act 1936, 


In the remaining 4 cases, action was not deemed necessary in 
1 case, whilst with regard to the other 3 informal action has 
been commenced requesting repairs to be carried out. 


2 Houses under Demolition Orders have been demolished. and 
the sites cleared, 


The works of repair accepted in the Undertaking referred to 
above, have been compléted satisfactorily and the house is now 
fit for human habitation, ‘ 


Upon the satisfactory completion of the necessary repairs, 
2 Closing Orders have been determined, During the year 4 of the 
houses considered were not included in the original survey but 
were brought to our notice subsequently. As a result of informal 
action a further 23 houses have had repairs carried out to them 
effecting improvement in living conditions, 
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“ollowing report has been kindly supplied by 
the ig Officer, Mr, E.R, Ashton. 


The Council's building programme was completed by the 
51st December, 1956 bringing the total number of dwellings 
to 1,129 with accommodation as follows:- 


1 bedroomed 128 
2 bedroomed 116 
3 bedroomed 870 
4. bedroomed 1), 
5 bedroomed ag 

1 ie9 


STATE OF HOUSING LIST. 


Following the completion of the building programme, the 
local Housing List was completely revised with the following 
result:- 


Applicants with an apparent housing need 138 
Applicants apparently already adequately 
housed. 12 


Total of Housing List 250 


NEW APPLICATIONS 1956 


During 1956 the number of new housing applications received 
was comparable with previous years totalling 225, Of this number 
60 applicants were apparently already adequately housed, 


Number of families housed during the year 152 
Number of Exchanges effected with tenants 
of other housing, authorities 5 
Number of exchanges and transfers effected 
Locally 30 


SLUM CLEARANCE 


Following the survey of old houses made by the Health 
Department, a final figure of 43 was considered to be unfit, 


This survey was made in 1955 and up to the 31st December 
1956, 16 of these dwellings had been considered by the Council, 
In consequence five families were approved for rehousing and 
four having since been rehoused. 


Number of persons interviewed 1820 
Number of visits made to tenants and applicants 1040 
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